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Part | [The Universe, The World]

HAVING thus spoken, Isis first pours out for Holth& sweet
draught of immortality which souls receive from Beds, and
thus begins the most holy discourse.

Heaven, crowned with stars, is placed above uravesture, O
my son Horos, and nothing is wanting to it of thvaich
constitutes the whole world. It is necessary, thieat all nature
should be adorned and completed by that whichaos@ber, for
this Order could not proceed from below to aboVke
supremacy of the greater mysteries over the lesser
Imperative. Celestial order reigns over terrekorder, as being
absolutely determined, and inaccessible to the adeath.
Wherefore, the things below lament, being fillednhafear
before the marvellous beauty and eternal permananbe
heavenly world. For, indeed, a spectacle worthy of
contemplation and desire were these magnificenicesaven,
revelations of the God as yet unknown, and thispguous
majesty of night illumined with a penetrating ratta, albeit
less than that of the sun, and all these otheremgstwhich
move above in harmonious cadence, ruling and maintathe
things below by secret influences. And so lonthasUniversal
Architect refrained from putting an end to thisessant fear, to
these anxious investigations, ignorance envelopedhiverse.
But when He judged good to reveal Himself to theldidHe
breathed into the Gods the enthusiasm of love panded into
their mind the splendour which His bosom contairtedt they
might first be inspired with the will to seek, nexith the desire
to find, and lastly with the power to readjust.

Now, my wondrous child Horos, all this could noppan
among mortals, for as yet they did not exist; btdak place in
the universal Soul in sympathy with the mysterieseaven.
This was Hermes, the Kosmic Thought. He behelditheerse
of things, and having seen, he understood, andhbavi
understood, he had the power to manifest and atevThat
which he thought, he wrote; that which he wroteirhgreat part



concealed, wisely silent and speaking by turnsghabwhile the
world should last, these things might be soughtd #us,
having enjoined upon the Gods, his brethren, tieyt should
follow in his train, he ascended to the stars.t ligaihas for
successor his son, and the heir of his knowledigsand a
little later, Asclepios, son of Imouthé, by the neals of Pan
and Hephaistos, and all those for whom sovereigriéence
reserved an exact knowledge of heavenly things.

Hermes then justified himself in the presence o§éhwho
surrounded him, in that he had not delivered tiegiral theory
to his son, on account of his youth. But I, havamnigen, beheld
with mine eyes, which see the invisible secrethefbeginnings
of things, and at length, but with certainty, | engtood that the
sacred symbols of the Kosmic elements were hidean the
secrets of Osiris, Hermes returned to heaven, bgwionounced
an invocatory speech.

It is not fitting, O my Son, that this recital keftlincomplete;
thou must be informed of the words of Hermes wheiaid
down his books. "O sacred books," he said, "ofitm@ortals,
ye in whose pages my hand has recorded the remsgdighkich
incorruptibility is conferred, remain for ever baybthe reach of
destruction and of decay, invisible and concealedhfall who
frequent these regions, until the day shall comehich the
ancient heaven shall bring forth instruments wodhyou,
whom the Creator shall call souls."

Having pronounced upon his books this invocatiewnapped
them in their coverings, returned into the sphenecivbelonged
to him, and all remained hidden for a sufficieracp

And Nature, O my Son, was barren until the howlmch those
who are ordained to survey the heavens, advancwartls
God, the King of all things, deplored the genenariia, and
affirmed the necessity of setting forth the unieerdlo other
than Himself could accomplish this work.



"We pray Thee," said they, "To consider that whatieady is,
and that which is necessary for the future."

At these words, the God smiled benignant, and camaewh
Nature to exist. And, issuing with His voice, ff@minine came
forth in her perfect beauty. The Gods with amazieetd this
marvel. And the great Ancestor, pouring out fotuva an
elixir, commanded her to be fruitful; and forthwifenetrating
the universe with His glance, He cried, "Let healverthe
plenitude of all things, and of the air, and of gtker.” God
spake, and it was done. But Nature, communing kgtiself,
understood that she might not transgress the cochmant of
the Father, and, uniting herself to Labour, shelpced a most
beautiful daughter, whom she called Invention, tinéhom
God accorded being.

And having differentiated created forms, He filklegém with
mysteries, and gave the command of them to Inventio

Then, not willing that the upper world should badative, He
saw fit to fill it with spirits, in order that neaegion should
remain in immobility and inertia; and in the accdisipment of
His work He used His sacred art. For, taking ahbiIf such
essence as was necessary, and mingling with ritehectual
flame, He combined with these other materials dynomwn
ways. And having achieved by secret formulas thenuof
these principles, He endowed with motion the ursaker
combination. Gradually, in the midst of the prdéasm,
glittered a substance more subtle, purer, moreidintpan the
elements from which it was generated. It was parent, and
the Artist alone perceived it. Soon, it attainesdperfection,
being neither melted by the fire, nor chilled bg threath, but
possessing the stability of a special combinatamal, having its
proper type and constitution. He bestowed orhipEpy name,
and, according to the similitude of its energies,ddlled it Self-
Consciousness.



Of this product he formed myriads of Souls, empigyihe
choicest part of the mixture for the end which e Im view,
proceeding with order and measure, according tkhiesviedge
and His reason. The souls were not necessarilgrdiit, but the
choicest part, animated by the Divine motion, waisidentical
with the rest. The first layer was superior to skeond, more
perfect and pure; the second, inferior truly tofirst, was
superior to the third; and thus, until sixty degregas
completed the total number. Only, God establighedlaw,
that all equally should be eternal, being of orsease, whose
forms He alone determines.

He traced the limits of their sojourn on the hesgbit nature, so
that they might turn the wheel according to thedafvOrder
and of wise discretion, for the joy of their Father

Then, having summoned to these splendid regioesheif the
souls of every grade, He said to them: "O sowdaukiful
children of my breath and of my care, you whomvéeha
produced with my hands, in order to consecratetgouy
universe, hear my words as a law:—Quit not thegkssigned
to you by my will. The abode which awaits you eaklien, with
its galaxy of stars and its thrones of virtueydt attempt any
transgression against my decree, | swear by mgddureath,
by that elixir of which | formed you, and by my ateve hands,
that | will speedily forge for you chains and cgsti into
punishment."

Having thus spoken, God, my Master, mingled togete rest
of the congenial elements, earth and water, andgonacing
certain powerful and mystic words—albeit differémim the
first—He breathed into the liquid protoplasm motamd life,
rendered it thicker and more plastic, and formed lofing
beings of human shape. That which remained He tyatlee
loftiest souls inhabiting the region of the Godsha
neighborhood of the stars, who are called the SaGemnii.
"Work," said He, "my children, offspring of my na&; take the



residue of my task, and let each one of you makegben his
image. | will give you models."

Therewith He took the Zodiac and ordained the wuorld
conformity with vital movements, placing the anirsgjns after
those of human form. And after having given fdhé creative
forces and generative breath for the whole randeenfgs yet to
come, He withdrew, promising to unite to every hlisiwork an
invisible breath and a reproductive principle, Isatteach being
might engender its similar without necessity tcatee
continually new entities.

And what did the souls do, O my Mother?

And Isis answered:—They took the mingled mateflamy Son
Horos, and began to reflect thereon, and to adhise t
combination, the work of the Father. Next, theyd to
discover of what it was composed, which indeedai$ not easy
to find. Then fearing that this search might extiite anger of
the Father, they set themselves to carry out Hisncands.
Therefore, taking the upper portion of the protepiathat
which was lightest, they created of it the racbiads. The
compound having now become more compact and asglanin
denser consistency, they formed of it the quadrsipetile of
the thickest part which needed a moist vehiclatfosupport,
they made fishes. The remainder, being cold aaghhavas
employed by the souls in the creation of reptiles.

Forthwith, O my Son, proud of their work, they wera afraid
to transgress the Divine law, and, in spite ofgh#hibition,
they receded from their appointed limits. Not intdj to remain
longer in the same abode, they moved ceaselesslyepose
seemed to them death.

But, O my Son—thus Hermes informed me—their conduct
could not escape the eye of the Lord God of atigh] He
minded to punish them, and to prepare for them hardls.
The Ruler and Master of the universe resolved tbethe
penance of the souls, to mould the human orgarasohhaving
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called me to Him, said Hermes, He spoke in thigwis'O soul
of my soul, holy thought of my thought, how longaBlearthly
Nature remain sad? How long shall the creatiogaaly
produced continue inactive and without praised@shither
before me all the Gods of heaven."

Thus God spake, quoth Hermes, and all obeyed Hisde
"Look upon the earth," He said to them, "and uplbthangs
beneath."

Straightway they looked, and understood the wilihaf Lord.
And when He spoke to them of the creation of Ma&Rjray of
each what he could bestow upon the race about botre the
Sun first replied:—"1 will ilumine mankind." Thetihe Moon
promised enlightenment in her turn, adding thaay she had
created Fear, Silence, Sleep, and Memory. Kronosunced
that he had begotten Justice and Necessity. Zadis"th order
to spare the future race perpetual wars, | havergéed
Fortune, Hope, and Peace." Ares declared himbeHay
father of Conflict, impetuous Zeal, and Emulatiéphrodite
did not wait to be called upon: "As for me, O Mast she said,
"l will bestow upon mankind Desire, with voluptuolsy and
Laughter, that the penalty to which our sister Saue destined
may not weigh on them too hardly." These wordémtrodite,
O my Son, were welcomed gladly. "And I," said Hesn'"will
endow human nature with Wisdom, Temperance, Pamsuyas
and Truth; nor will | cease to ally myself with kention. | will
ever protect the mortal life of such men as are lmder my
signs, seeing that to me the Creator and Fatheath@suted in
the Zodiac, signs of Knowledge and Intelligenceg\adall,
when the movement which draws thereto the starsharmony
with the physical forces of each.”

He Who is Master of the world rejoiced at hearingse things,
and decreed the production of the human race.oAsé—said
Hermes—I sought what material ought to be emplogete
work, and invoked the Lord. He commanded the Stutgve
up the residue of the Protoplasmic substance, wiaging



taken, | found it entirely dried up. Thereforeisied a great
excess of water wherewith to renew the combinatfathe
substance, in such wise that the product mighebelvable,
yielding, and feeble, and that Force should ncadised therein
to Intelligence. When | had achieved my work isvieeautiful,
and | rejoiced in seeing it. And from below | eallupon the
Lord to behold what | had done. He saw it, andeygd.
Straightway He ordained that the Souls should berporated,;
and they were seized with horror on learning whatu&d be
their condemnation.

These words, said Isis, struck me. Hearken, myHswos, for |
teach thee a mystery. Our ancestor Kamephes laésbifrom
Hermes, who inscribes the recital of all thingsnlturn,
received it from the ancient Kamephes when he addme to
the initiation of the black veil; and thou, likewisO marvellous
and illustrious child, receive it from me.

The Souls were about to be imprisoned in bodiegredt some
sighed and lamented, as when some wild and freeani
suddenly enchained, in the first moment of subpecto hard
servitude and of severance from the beloved habitse
wilderness, struggles and revolts, refusing taofelits
congueror, and if occasion presents itself, slaping Others,
again, hissed like serpents, or gave vent to pigrcries and
sorrowful words, glancing aimlessly from heightiepth.

"Great Heaven," said one, "principle of our biether, pure
airs, hands, and sacred breath of the sovereign&aldyou,
shining Stars, eyes of the Gods, unwearying ligl8umn and
Moon, our early brethren, what grief, what rendmthis! Must
we quit these vast, effulgent spaces, this sagredrs, all these
spendors of the empyrean and of the happy repabtlee Gods,
to be precipitated into these vile and miserabtelab? What
crime, O wretched ones, have we committed? Howneahave
merited, poor sinners that we are, the penaltiasiwdwait us?
Behold the sad future in store for us—to ministetnie wants of
a fluctuating and dissoluble body! No more may eygs



distinguish the souls divine! Hardly through thessery
spheres shall we perceive, with sighs, our anddstaven; at
intervals even we shall cease altogether to behoBly this
disastrous sentence direct vision is denied toveszan see only
by the aid of the outer light; these are but winddkat we
possess—not eyes. Nor will our pain be less whemh&ar in
the air the fraternal breathing of the winds withiethr no longer
can we mingle our own, since that will have fordtgelling,
instead of the sublime and open world, the narrasop of the
breast! But Thou, Who drivest us forth, and caliss$rom so
high a seat to descend so low, assign a limit tesafferings! O
Master and Father, so quickly become indifferenthyg
handiwork, appoint a term to our penance, deigme&iow on us
some last words, while yet we are able to behdaddettpanse of
the luminous spheres!”

This prayer of the Souls was granted, my son Hdooghe
Lord was present; and sitting upon the throne ofA;rthus He
addressed them:—

"O Souls; you shall be governed by Desire and Nstsesfter
me, these shall be your masters and your guidesls S
subjected to my sceptre which never fails, now itfi@smuch as
you remain stainless you shall inhabit the regiointhe skies.

If among you any be found to merit reproach, thHesllanhabit
abodes destined to them in mortal organisms. uf yaults be
light, you shall, delivered from the bond of thesth, return to
heaven. But if you become guilty of graver crimfigou turn
away from the end for which you have been formeentndeed
you shall dwell neither in heaven nor in human bedbut
thenceforth you shall pass into those of animathauit reason."

Having thus spoken, O my son Horos, He breathed tipem
and said, "It is not according to chance that lehardained your
destiny; if you act ill, it will be worse; it wilbe better if your
actions are worthy of your birth. It is myself amok another
who will be your witness and your judge. Underdtédmat it is
because of your past errors that you are to bespadiand shut



up in fleshly bodies. In different bodies, as Véalready told
you, your re-births will be different. Dissolutiahall be a
benefit, restoring your former happy condition. t Byour
conduct be unworthy of me, your prudence, becorblimgled
and guiding you backwards, will cause you to takegbod
fortune that which is really a chastisement, andréad a
happier lot as though it were a cruel injury. Thest just
among you shall, in their future transformationgr@ximate to
the divine, becoming among men, upright kings, true
philosophers, leaders and legislators, true seellgctors of
salutary plants, cunning musicians, intelligent@stmers, wise
augurs, instructed ministrants: all beautiful gioad offices; as
among birds are the eagles which pursue not narutdtiose of
their own kind, and do not permit weaker ones tatbt&cked in
their presence, because justice is in the natutteeodagle;
among quadrupeds, the lion, for he is a strong alhinmtamed
by slumber, in a mortal body performing immortalgoand by
nothing tired nor beguiled; among reptiles, thegdra because
he is the powerful, living long, innocent, and iahid of men,
allowing himself to be tamed, having no venom, deaying
old age, approximating to the nature of the Godgray fishes,
the dolphin, for this creature, taking pity on teagho fall into
the sea, will carry them to land if they still livand will abstain
from devouring them if dead, although it is the maxacious
of all aquatic animals."

Having spoken these words, God became an Incobtapti
Intelligence (i.e., resumed the unmanifest).

After these things, my son Horos, there arose btiteoearth an
exceeding powerful Spirit, unencumbered with ampoceal
envelope, strong in wisdom, but savage and feaaftiipugh he
could not be ignorant of the knowledge he sougddirng) the
type of the human body to be beautiful and auguaspect, and
perceiving that the souls were about to entertimir
envelopes.—
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"What are these," said he, "O Hermes, SecretatlyeoGods?"
"These are men," replied Hermes. "ltis a rastkWwaaid he,
"to make man with such penetrating eyes, such testdmgue,
such a delicate hearing that can hear even thosgstivhich
concern him not, such a fine scent, and in his fiansense of
touch capable of appropriating everything. O gateg Spirit,
thinkest thou it is well that he should be freariroare—this
future investigator of the fine mysteries of Naturé/ilt thou
leave him exempt from suffering—he whose thouglitseiarch
out the limits of the earth? Mankind will dig upetroots of
plants, they will study the properties of natutatgs, they will
observe the nature of stones, they will dissecontt animals
but themselves, desiring to know how they have lbesned.
They will stretch forth their daring hands over #ea, and,
cutting down the timber of the wild forest, theyllvpiass from
shore to shore seeking one another. They willymitBe inmost
secrets of Nature even into the heights, and withg the
motions of heaven. Nor is this enough; when natlyet
remains to be known than the furthest boundarpefarth,
they will seek even there the last extremitiesight If they
apprehend no obstacles, if they live exempt fraulite,
beyond reach of any fear or of any anxiety, eveavér itself
will not arrest their audacity; they will seek tatend their
power over the elements. Teach them, then, dasaéope, in
such wise that they may know likewise the dreadozident
and of difficulty, and the painful sting of expetoba deceived.
Let the curiosity of their souls have for balandesire and fear,
care and vain hope. Let their souls be a preyutuat love, to
aspirations and varied longings, now satisfied, deweived, so
that even the sweetness of success may be annadlntéo draw
them towards misfortune. Let the weight of fevappress
them, and break in them all desire."

Thou sufferest, Horos, in hearing this thy mothextgtal?
Surprise and wonder seize thee in presence ofvilsavéhich
now fall upon poor humanity? That which thou dorbat to hear
Is still more sad. The speech of Momos pleasedndsy he
deemed his advice good, and he followed it.
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"O, Momos," said he, "the nature of the divine bneahich
enwraps all things shall not be ineffectual! Thadtr of the
universe has charged me to be His agent and overfhe
Deity of the penetrating eye (Adrastia) will obseand direct
all events; and for my part, | will design a mygias
instrument, a measure inflexible and inviolablewtdch
everything shall be subject from birth even to fid@struction,
and which shall be the bond of created entitigsis Thstrument
shall rule that which is on the earth, and allréns."

It is thus—quoth Hermes—that | spoke to Momos; and
forthwith the instrument operated. Straightwaydbals were
incorporated, and | was praised for my work.

Then the Lord summoned anew the assembly of thes.Goldey
gathered together, and He thus addressed them:—

"Gods, who have received a sovereign and imperishadiure,
and the sway of the vast eternity, ye whose officeto
maintain unceasingly the mutual harmony of thirngsy long
shall we govern an empire unknown? How long stralhtion
remain invisible to the sun and moon? Let eadhsafindertake
his part in the universe. By the exercise of cawer let us put
an end to the cohesion of inertia. Let chaos becarfable,
incredible to posterity. Inaugurate your greablais; | will
direct you."

He said, and immediately the Kosmic unity, untivnobscure,
was opened, and in the heights appeared the heantbnasll
their mysteries. The earth, hitherto unstableywgrere solid
beneath the brightness of the sun, and stood &aldhned with
enfolding riches. All things are beautiful in teges of God,
even that which to mortals appears uncomely, becalliss
made according to the divine laws. And God rejpice
beholding His works filled with movement; and with
outstretched hands grasping the treasures of natilieke
these," He said, "O sacred earth, take these, €rable one,
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who are to be the mother of all things, and hentiefet
nothing be lacking to thee!"

With these words, opening His divine hands, He pduHis
treasures into the universal font. But yet theyanenknown,
for the souls newly embodied and unable to suppeit
opprobrium, sought to enter into rivalry with theestial Gods,
and, proud of their lofty origins, boasting an dagtraation with
these, revolted. Thus men became their instrumepmsed to
one another, and fomenting civil wars. And thoscé
oppressing weakness, the strong burnt and massheréekeble,
and quick and dead were thrust forth from the shplaces.

Then the elements resolved to complain before trd bf the
savage condition of mankind. For the evil beimgadly very
grievous, the elements hastened to God the Creatdrpleaded
in this wise—the fire being suffered to speak first

"O Master," he said, "Maker of this new world, Thobose
name, mysterious among the Gods, has hitherto fresrened
among all men; how long, O Divinity, hast Thou dst to
leave human life without God? Reveal Thyself t® world
which calls for Thee, correct its savage existdncthe
institution of peace. Grant unto life, law, gramto night
oracles; fill all things with happy auguries; leemfear the
judgment of the Gods, and no man shall sin any mhet
crimes receive their just punishment, and menatftain from
unrighteousness. They will fear to violate oatdrg] madness
will have an end. Teach them gratitude for besg$ib shall |
devote my flame to pure offerings, and libationg] ¢éhe altars
shall yield Thee exhalations of sweet savours. néor | am
polluted, O Master, because the impious temeritymeh forces
me to consume flesh. They will not suffer me tmae in my
nature; they pervert and corrupt my purity!"

The air spoke in its turn:— "I am defiled by théwfium of
corpses, O Master; | am becoming pestilent and ofegbme,
and from on high I witness things which | ought twbehold."
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Then the water took up the word, and spoke onvitge, O my
illustrious son:—

"Father and wondrous Creator of all things, Diwinitcarnate,

Author of Nature who brings forth all through Theemmand

the waters of the streams to be always pure, farath rivers
and seas are compelled to bathe the destroyeoaerddive his
victims!"

Then at the last the earth appeared, O my glosonsand thus
began:—

"O King, Chief of celestial choirs and Lord of therbits,
Master and Father of the elements which lend tthals
increase and decrease, and into which all mustreehold
how the impious and insensate tribe of man oveagfsrene, O
venerable One, since by Thy commands | am the dtaiditof

all beings, bearing them all and receiving intolmegom all that
Is slain; such is now my reproach. Thy terrestriafld in

which all creatures are contained is bereft of GAdd because
they revere nothing, they transgress every lawcamgwhelm
me with all manner of evil works. To my shame, @d, |
admit into myself the product of the corruptioncafcases. But
I, who receive all things, would fain also recefved. Grant to
earth this grace, and if Thou comest not Thyself+deed |
cannot contain Thee—let me at Least receive soryesfitux

of Thee. Let the earth become the most gloriowdl@&lements;
and since she alone gives all things to all, mayrskere herself
as the recipient of Thy favours."

Thus the elements discoursed, and forthwith Gaéelfilhe
universe with His divine voice. "Go," said He, ¢sad
offspring, worthy of your Father's greatness, saskio change
anything, nor refuse to my creatures your ministryill send
you an efflux of myself, a pure Being who shallastigate all
actions, who shall be the dreadful and incorruptihidge of the
living; and sovereign justice shall extend its regyen into the
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shades beneath the earth. Thus shall every maiveduis
merited deserts."

Thereupon the elements ceased from their complaintseach
of them resumed its functions and its sway.

And in what manner, O my mother, said Horos, da&leharth
afterwards obtain this efflux of God?

| will not recount this Nativity, said Isis; | darot, O powerful
Horos, declare the origin of thy race, lest methafuture
should learn the generation of the Gods. | wyi saly that the
Supreme God, Creator and Architect of the worldeagith
accorded to earth for a season, thy father Osudstlae great
Goddess Isis, that they might bring the expectédtsan. By
them life attained its fulness; savage and bloodgswvere
ended; they consecrated temples to the Gods thes#stors, and
instituted oblations. They gave to mortals lawimghment,
and raiment. "They shall read," Hermes said, "nygti
writings, and dividing them into two parts, theyaBlkeep
certain of them, and inscribe upon columns andiskethose
which may be useful to man." Institutors of thstftribunals,
they established everywhere the reign of orderjasttce. With
them began the faith of treaties, and the intradnanhto human
life of the religious duty of oaths. They taughe trites of
sepulcher towards those who cease to live; theyriogated the
horrors of death; they shewed that the spirit fromhout
delights to return into the human body, and th#tefway of
entry be shut against it, it brings about a failoiréfe.
Instructed by Hermes, they engraved upon hidddegdbat the
air is filled with genii. Instructed by Hermestime secret laws
of God, they alone were the teachers and legislabmankind,
initiating them in the arts, the sciences, andoieefits of
civilised life. Instructed by Hermes concerning gympathetic
affinities which the Creator has established betwesaven and
earth, they instituted religious representatiors sacred
mysteries. And, considering the corruptible natfrall bodies,
they ordained prophetic initiation, so that thegbret who lifts
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his hands to the Gods should be instructed irhalgs, and that
thereby philosophy and magic might provide nourightrfor
the soul, and medicine might heal the sufferingthefflesh.

Having performed all these things, O my son, amihggethe
world arrived at its fulness, Osiris and | werealtad by the
inhabitants of heaven; but we could not returr#ritwithout
having first praised the Lord, so that the celéstision might
fill the expanse, and that the way of a happy asoammight
open before us, since God delights in hymns.

O my mother, said Horos, teach me this hymn, tladgd may
be instructed in it.

Hearken, my son, answered Isis.

Part Il [Souls]

O MY illustrious son, if thou wilt know anything filner, ask it
of me. And Horos said, Revered Mother, | wouldh flanow
how royal souls are born. And Isis answered:—Hen@y son
Horos, lies the distinctive character of royal soulhere are in
the universe, four regions, governed by a fixediamdutable
law: heaven, the ether, the air, and the most &aith. Above,
in heaven, dwell the Gods, ruled as are all thi bgsthe Maker
of the universe; in the ether are the stars, gadehy the great
fire, the sun; in the air are the souls of the ggaverned by the
moon; upon earth are men and other animals govdmyéue
soul who, for the time, is their king. For the Gdblemselves
engender those who shall be kings befitting theestral race.
Princes are the issue of kings, and he who is kiogty, is a
greater king than the rest. The sun, nearer tot@ais the
moon, is greater and stronger than she, and tshans subject
as much by rank as by power. The king is theda#te Gods
and the first of men. So long as he sojourns wgaoth, his
divinity is concealed, but he possesses somethimghw
distinguishes from other men and approximates bidGdd.
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The soul in him comes from a loftier region thaattftom
which descend the souls of common men. Soulsrokestod
reign upon the earth descend thither for two cau3éere are
those who in former lives have lived blameless, @hd merit
apotheosis; for such as these royalty is a preparédr the
divine state. Again, there are holy souls who sfmme slight
infringement, of the interior and divine law, regein royalty a
penance whereby the suffering and shame of inaamate
mitigated. The condition of these in taking apoesembles
not that of others; they are as blessed as whgnibee free.

As to the various characters of these kings, thietyais not in
the souls, for all are royal, but it is due to t@ure of the
angels and genii who assist them. For souls debstim such
offices are not without ministers and escort. Hsdy justice,
even while exiling them from the abodes of the Béek treats
them as their nature befits. When, then, O mytsonos, the
ministering angels and genii appointed are warlike,soul in
their charge takes that character, forgettingws,cor rather
laying it aside until some future change of comuiti If the
guardian angels are of a gentle order, then thefslbaws its
path in peace; if they are friends of judgment,gbel loves to
judge; if they are musicians, then the soul sirfgbey love
truth, the soul is that of the philosopher. Thes $ouls
necessarily follow the teaching of their guardida#ling into
human bodies they forego their proper estate, dnkkwxiled
from it they approximate to those intelligencesthom they
have been embodied.

Thine explanation is complete, my mother, said ldpbut thou
hast not yet informed me in what manner noble sarddorn.

There are upon earth, O my son, different offic&n also is it
among souls; they occupy different stations, amadl gbul which
Issues from a more exalted sphere is nobler thanetst; even as
he who is free among men, is nobler than the sl&salted and
royal souls are necessarily the masters of men.
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How are souls born male or female?

Souls, my son Horos, are all equal in nature, sineg come
from one region wherein the Creator has formed thé&here
are not among them either males or females; tktndtion
exists only between bodies, and not between incegbo
beings. But some are more energetic, some arégeantd this
belongs to the air in which all things are forméthr an airy
body envelopes the soul; in it are the elemeneadh, water,
air, and fire. Among females this combination eamé more of
cold and of moisture than of dryness and heattla@goul
which is enfolded therein is watery and disposesbfitness.
The contrary happens among males; their envelop&ics
more of dryness and of heat, less of cold and a$tuee; hence
in bodies so formed the souls manifest greatercityand
energy.

And how, O my mother, are born the souls of thee®is

And Isis answered:—The organ of vision is envelojped
tunics. When these tunics are thick and densesi¢fin is dull;
when they are fine and subtle, the sight is petietya Even so
Is it with the soul; she likewise has her coveringsorporeal as
herself. These coverings are the interior airsemtiney are
subtle, clear, and transparent, then the soulrspprious;
when, on the contrary, they are dense, thick, argid, then she
cannot see far; and discerns only, as though undgioveather,
that which lies immediately before her steps.

And Horos said:—For what reason, my mother, aranimels of
men who are not of our holy country less open thamminds of
those who belong to it?

And Isis replied:—The earth is set in the midsthe# universe
like a man lying on his back and gazing into heaaenl the
various regions of earth correspond to the diffene@mbers of
the man. The earth turns her gaze towards hea/fwards
her father, following in her changes the changebefkies.
Her head lies to the south, her right shouldeh&odast, her left
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Is turned towards the Lybian wind, her feet areanrie
constellation of the Bear, the right beneath tiliedaad the left
beneath the head of the Bear; her loins are uhe@eregions of
heaven nearest to the Bear; the midst of her mbgmneath the
centre of heaven. Behold as a proof of these #hingw they
who dwell in the South have a beautiful countenarm
plentiful hair, while the orientals have hands lyardconflict
and ready with the bow, for they are right-handkd;westerns
are strong and fight with the left hand, attribgtio the left side
the functions which belong in others to the righgse who
dwell beneath the Bear are distinguished by thiéates of
their feet, and by the beauty of their legs; th@ke inhabit
beyond the Bear in the climate of Italy and of Geeare
remarkable for the beauty of their loins, and hahe#
tendency to prefer males. This part of the bodyp,dbeing
whiter than the rest, produces men of a whiter hiliee
hallowed region of our ancestors is in the midghefearth, and
since the midst of the human body is the seatehtart, and
the heart of the soul, this is why, my son, the mwiethis land,
beside the qualities which all men possess in comimave also
loftier intelligence and wisdom, because the heftthe earth
brings them forth and nourishes them.

Moreover, my son, the south is the storehouseethbuds; it is
there they assemble, and thence, it is said, flmwsiver (Nile),
when the cold becomes abundant. Now, where thalslo
descend, the air grows thick and is filled with @ars which
spread themselves as a veil not only over the dgittover the
intelligence. The east, my son Horos, is contilyudikturbed
and glowing under the sunrise, as is the west uth@esunset;
therefore, they who dwell in these regions can lggkserve a
clear perception. The north, by means of its @yperature,
thickens the mind even as it does the body. Thealdand
alone, clear and serene, is favoured as are thioseniabit
her. She brings forth in a perpetual tranquillglye adorns and
completes her offspring, she contends alone agalinsthers,
she triumphs, and like a worthy ruler partakes \thih
vanquished the fruits of victory.
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Explain to me further, my august Mother, what ithat causes
in living men during long maladies, an alteratidn o
discernment, of reason, even of the soul itself.

And Isis answered:—Among animals there are those ave
affinity with fire, others with water, others witgarth, others
with air, others again with two or three elementsyith all the
four. Or, inversely, some have an antipathy fia, fsome for
water, some for earth, some for air, or againwiar, three or
four elements. Thus, the locust and all kindseécts flee from
the fire; the eagle, the hawk, and other birddight fear the
water; the fish dread the air and earth; the sérgigmors the
open air, and like all crawling creatures lovesdghsund; all
fishes delight in the deep, the birds in the aierelthey pass
their lives; those who fly highest delight in thieef(of the sun)
and sojourn in its vicinity. There are even certaieatures who
disport themselves in the fire, such are the sataes who
have their abode in it. The elements enfold thayband every
soul inhabiting a body is weighed down and enclihlmethe
four elements; wherefore, it is natural that thel stiould have
affinity with certain elements and aversion foret for which
reason she cannot enjoy perfect happiness. Nelest) as the
soul is of divine origin, she struggles and meddatven
beneath this bodily covering; but her thoughtsrerewhat they
would be if she were free from the body. And & thody be
disturbed and troubled by sickness or by terra sibul herself
Is tossed about like a man in the midst of temmestwaves.

Hearken, my son, answered Isis.

Part Il [Souls in Earth's Region, The Humans]

THOU has given me admirable instruction, O my nupasterful
Mother Isis, concerning the marvellous creatioisotils by
God, and | am filled with wonder; but thou hast pet shewn
me wither souls depart when set free from bodkesn would |
contemplate this mystery, and thank only theeHerinitiation.

20



And Isis said:—Hearken, my son, for thy most neagss
enquiry holds an important place, and may not lggected.
Hear my reply.

Thine explanation is complete, my mother, said ldpbut thou
hast not yet informed me in what manner noble sarddorn.

O great and marvellous scion of the illustriousriSsthink not
that souls on quitting the body mix themselves asadlly in the
vague immensity and become dispersed in the urivansl
infinite spirit, without power to return into bodigto preserve
their identity, or to seek again their primeval dbo Water spilt
from a vase returns no more to its place therelms no proper
locality, it mingles itself with the mass of watebsit it is not
thus with souls, O most wise Horos. | am initiait@o the
mysteries of the immortal nature; | walk in the way the truth,
and | will reveal all to thee without the least esion. And first
| will tell thee that water, being a body withoetson,
composed of myriads of fluid particles, differsrfrahe soul
which is, my son, a personal entity, the royal wofkhe hands
and of the mind of God, abiding herself in intediige. That
which proceeds from Unity, and not from multiphgicannot
mingle with other things, and in order that thelsoay be
joined to the body, God subjects this harmoniousmnto
Necessity.

Souls do not, then, return confusedly, nor by ckamto one
and the same place, but each is despatched intmtitktion
which belongs to her. And this is determined kat thihich the
soul experiences while yet she is in the tenemktiteobody,
loaded with a burden contrary to her nature. Hélaerefore,
this comparison, O beloved Horos, suppose thae tsieould be
shut up in the same prison, men, eagles, dovesssWwawks,
swallows, sparrows, flies, serpents, lions, leopanblves,
dogs, hares, oxen, sheep, and certain amphibioosn such
as seals, hydras, turtles, crocodiles, and thheasame moment
all the creatures should be liberated. All at owoald escape;
the men would seek cities and the public placesetyles the
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ether, where nature teaches them to live, and diredewer
air, the hawks the higher expanse; the swallowddvapair to
places frequented by men, the sparrows to the aishthe
swans to districts where they could sing; the fliesild haunt
the proximity of the ground as high only as humsnadations
extend, for the property of flies is to live on $keand to flit over
the surface of the earth; the lions and leoparddavitee to the
mountains, the wolves to the solitudes; the dogslavimllow
the track of man; the hares would betake themsetvdse
woods, the oxen to the fields and meadows, thepstwetne
pastures; the serpents would seek the caves efittie the
seals and the turtles would rejoin their kind ia #ihallows and
running waters, in order to enjoy, conformablyHheit nature,
alike the proximity of the shore and of the de&jach creature
would return, conducted by its own interior disgaamt, into
the abode befitting it. Even so every soul whethanan or
inhabiting the earth under other conditions, knaviagher she
ought to go; unless, indeed, some son of Typhooldhretend
that a bull may subsist in the waters or a turtléhie air. |If,
then, even when immersed in flesh and blood, stwlisot
infringe the law of order, although under penanceruhion
with the body is a penance—how much more shall doeform
thereto when delivered from their bonds and skbaitty!

Now this most holy law, which extends even untoveeais on
this wise, O illustrious child: behold the hiefayof souls!
The expanse between the empyrean and the moonupied
by the Gods, the stars, and the powers of proveleBetween
the moon and ourselves, my son, is the abode cfahks. The
unmeasured air, which we call the wind, has idfitse
appointed way in which it moves to refresh theleas | shall
by and by relate. But this movement of the airnupiself
impedes not the way of the souls, nr does it hitigem from
ascending and descending without obstacle; they dlcross the
air without mingling in it, or confounding themsebstherewith,
as water flows over oil. This expanse, my sonjvgded into
four provinces, and into sixty regions. The fpsbvince from
the earth upwards comprehends four regions, amhdstas far
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as certain summits or promontories, which it ishle&o
transcend. The second province comprises eighimegn
which the motions of the winds arise. Be thourdite, my
son, for thou hearest the ineffable mysteries efetarth, the
heavens, and of the sacred fluid which lies betwderihe
province of the winds fly the birds; above thisrthies no
moving air nor any creature. But the air withth# beings it
contains distributes itself into all boundarieshitits reach,
and into the four quarters of the earth, whileghgh cannot lift
itself into the mansions of the air. The thirdyanze
comprehends sixteen regions filled with a pure sudatle
element. The fourth contains thirty-two regiomswhich the
air, wholly subtle and diaphanous, allows itselb&openetrated
by the element of fire. Such is the order whichhaut
confusion, reigns from depth to height,—to wit, f@eneral
divisions, twelve intervals, sixty regions, andhese dwell the
souls, each according to the nature thereof. Eneyndeed all
of one substance, but they constitute a hierar@hg;the further
any region is removed from the earth, the loftsethie dignity of
the souls which dwell therein.

And now it remains to be explained to thee, O mytmtious
Horos, what souls they are who abide in each @fetnegions,
and this | shall set forth, beginning by the mostled.

The expanse which stretches between earth andreave
divided into regions, my son Horos, according taswge and
harmony. To these regions our ancestors have gaeous
names; some call them zones, others firmamentsyoth
spheres. Therein dwell the souls who are freeat trodies, and
those who have not yet been incorporated. Thmestatvhich
they occupy correspond with their dignity. In thgger region
are the divine and royal souls; the baser soulsy-~the float
over the surface of the earth—are in the lowesesgpltand in
the middle regions are the souls of ordinary degidsus, my
son, the souls destined to rule descend from thersr zones,
and when they are delivered from the body, thithey return,
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or even higher still, unless indeed they have actedrary to
the dignity of their nature and to the laws of Gdédr, if they
have transgressed, the Providence on high causestth
descend into the lower regions according to thesomeaof their
faults; and in like manner also it conducts otlmis, inferior in
power and dignity, from the lower spheres into asrexalted
abode. For on high dwell two ministers of the ensal
Providence; one is guardian of the souls, the aghireir
conductor, who sends them forth and ordains fanthedies.
The first minister guards them, the second releasbmds
them, according to the will of God.

In this wise the law of equity presides over tharaes which
take place above, even as upon earth also it manidls
constructs the vessels in which the souls are irachui his law
Is supplemented by two energies, Memory and Expegie
Memory directs in Nature the preservation and neaiahce of
all the original types appointed in heaven; thecfiom of
Experience is to provide every soul descending getoeration
with a body appropriate thereto; so that passiosaiés should
have vigorous bodies; slothful souls sluggard bsichetive
souls active bodies; gentle souls gentle bodiesepil souls
powerful bodies; cunning souls dexterous bodiesjeflyr that
every soul should have a befitting nature. F@ ot without
just cause that winged creatures are clothed wathers; that
intelligent creatures are gifted with finer senaed superior to
others; that beasts of the field are furnished wdms, with
tusks, with claws, or other weapons; that repalesendowed
with undulating and flexible bodies, and lest thaisture of
their natures should render them feeble, are amber with
teeth or with pointed scales, so that they aren ée%s than
others, in peril of death. As for fishes, thesaidi souls have
allotted to them for a dwelling-place that elemianivhich light
Is bereft of its double activity, for in the watéire neither
illuminates nor burns. Each fish, swimming by ki&dp of his
spiny fins, flies where he wills, and his weaknisgsrotected by
the obscurity of the deep. Thus are souls immurdxbdies
resembling themselves; in human shape, those stwdave
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received reason; in flying creatures, souls ofld wature; in
beasts, souls without reason, whose only law sefan reptiles,
deceitful souls, for they attack not their preygac face, but by
ambush; while fishes enshrine those timid souls meaoit not
the enjoyment of other elements.

In every order of animals there are individuals vifamsgress
the laws of their being.

In what way, my Mother? said Horos.

And Isis answered: In this wise:—A man who actsiast
reason, a beast which eludes necessity, a regtilghviorgets its
cunning, a fish which loses its timidity, a bird isfn renounces
freedom. Thou hast heard what was to be said coimcethe
hierarchy of souls, their descent, and the creaifdodies.

O my son, in every order of souls there are foufeharoyal
souls, and of divers characters: some fiery, soohd, some
proud, some gentle, some crafty, some simple, some
contemplative, some active. This diversity belotmgthe
regions from whence they descend into bodies. RFhamoyal
zone the royal souls go forth, but there are manguwlties; the
royalty of spirit, of the flesh, of art, of scienad the virtues.

And how, said Horos, dos thou name these royalties?

O my son, the king of souls who have hitherto exiss thy
father Osiris; the king of bodies is the princeeath nation, he
who governs. The king of wisdom is the Fatherlbtfhéngs; the
Initiator is the thrice great Hermes; over mediganesides
Asclepios, the son of Hephaistos; force and poweuader the
sway of Osiris, and after him, under thine, my s&hilosophy
depends on Arnebaskenis; poetry, yet again, onefaszs,
Imouthé's son. So that, if thou thinkest therdbay wilt
perceive that there are indeed many royalties aanyrkings.

But the supreme royalty belongs to the highesboredesser
kingships correspond to the spheres which brinmtfoath.
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Those who issue from the fiery zone handle fireséhwho
come from the watery zone frequent liquid sphefresn the
region of art and learning those are born who detlitmselves
to art and science; from the region of inactivibgse who live
In ease and idleness. All that is done and samh @arth has its
origin in the heights, from whence all essencesiagensed
with measure and equilibrium; nor is there anytharigch does
not emanate from above and return thither.

Explain to me this that thou sayest, O my Mother.

And Isis answered:—An evident token of these exgharhas
been stamped on all creatures by most holy Nafline. breath
which we indraw from the upper air we exhale anaimag
inbreathe by means of the lungs within us whicHagrar this
work. And when the way destined to receive ouathrés
closed, then no longer do we remain on earth; vparddéence.
Moreover, O my glorious son, there are other actglby
which the balance of our combination may be destuloy

It is the union and admixture of the four elementisence
emanates a vapour which envelops the soul, peesgirab the
body and communicates to both its own charact@usTare
produced varieties among souls and bodies. Hen't
composition of a body, fire dominates, then thd being
already of an ardent nature, receives thereby eassxof heat
which renders it the more energetic and furious, the body
the more vivacious and active. If the air domisatee body
and soul of the creature are thereby renderedhieserrant
and restless. The domination of the water causesdul to be
mild, affable, bland, sociable, and easily mouldsztause
water blends and mixes itself readily with all atki@ngs,
dissolves them if it be abundant, moistens andtpaties them if
it be less in quantity. A body softened by too mhamidity
offers but a weak resistance, a slight malady tigiates it, and
little by little dissolves its cohesion. Again tife earthy
elements be dominant, the soul is obtuse, bechedeody lacks
subtlety, nor can she force a way through the ten§its
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organism. Therefore, the soul remains indrawn uparself,
borne down by the burden she supports, and the isaabfid,
inactive, and heavy, moving only with effort.

But if the elements be all in just equilibrium, thghe whole
nature is ardent in its actions, subtle in its wadi fluent in its
sensations, and of a robust constitution. Of tleelgminance of
air and fire birds are born, whose nature resenthksof the
elements which generate them. Men are endowedanith
abundance of fire united with but a little air, asfdvater and
earth equal parts. This excess of fire becomemsc#ggseeing
that intelligence is indeed a kind of flame, whadnsumes not,
but which penetrates. The predominance of watereanth
with a sufficient admixture of air and but littled engenders
beasts; those endued with more fire than the reshem are
the more courageous. Water and earth in equaltitjeargive
birth to reptiles, which, being deprived of firgve neither
courage nor truthfulness, while the excess of wateders them
cold, that of earth, sordid and heavy, and the tdckr makes
all their movements difficult. Much water with bliitle earth
produces fishes; the absence of fire and air imtbauses their
timidity, and disposes them to lie hidden, while th
predominance of water and earth in their natureamates
them by natural affinity to earth dissolved in wat&loreover,
by means of the proportional increase of the elésnen
composing the body is the body itself increased,ien
development ceases when the full measure is attaiAad so
long, my beloved son, as equilibrium is maintaimethe
primitive combination and in the vapours arisingrdfrom, that
IS, so long as the normal proportion of fire, aarth, and water
remains unchanged, the creature continues in heBlthif the
elements deviate from the proportion originallyestatined—(l
speak not now of the growth of activities, norlwttresulting
from a change of order, but of a rupture of equiililm whether
by addition or diminution of fire or of other elents)—then
malady supervenes. And should air and fire, winadare is
one with that of the soul itself, prevail in thenflact, then,
through the dominance of those elements, destrajdre
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flesh, the creature abandons its proper state theogarthy
element is the pabulum of the body, and the wabarawith it
Is permeated contributes to consolidate it; big the aerial
element which confers motion, and the fire engendér
energies. The vapours produced by the union amdbic@tion
of these elements blending with the soul, as iewmsrfusion,
bear her along with them, and clothe her in thein mature,
whether good or evil. So long as she remainsigrtatural
association the soul keeps the rank she has attaBet if a
change should occur either in the combinationfitsein any of
its parts or subdivision, the vapours, alteringrthendition,
alter likewise the relations between soul and bdlly fire and
air, aspiring upward, draw with them the soul, tisgster, while
the watery and terrestrial elements, which tentheards like
the body, weigh it down and overwhelm it.

+++
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