2401 Hanscom Dri ve
Sout h Pasadena, Cal
August 10th, 1933.

| srael Regardie, Esq.,
Ameri can Express Co.,
6, Haymarket,

London, S. W 1.

Dear Sir and Brother

Your pronpt response to ny letter cane as a wel cone surprise when
returned froma three-day retreat into the dunes at Cceano, about 200 mles

north of this place. | hasten to answer because | see that ny sonewhat
hastily witten screed |l ed you into a not unnatural nisinterpretation of that
part of my letter which had to do with Dam Car. "Bl ood of the lanb" has for

me no religious connotation whatever, at |east none that would be of any aid
or confort to theological Christianity. For me, the Lanb is what has cone to
be called the “Christos,” but that is sonething else again. Perhaps it is
not without significance that in sone old Hi ndu representations of Agni that
god is shown as a |l anb carrying a notched banner, on which is blazoned a
swastika. This synbol is the sane as the familiar Agnus Dei of the Roman
church, and some hint that the G D. ritual -sources included this know edge is
to be found in the passages dealing w th Abiegnus.

It is curious, too, that the letters Kand R, or at any rate the sounds
now i ndi cated by these letters, begin the nane Krishna, conpose the Egyptian
nane for Horus (hieroglyphically "put in Egyptian synbols for Horus here"),
are shown again in the Chi-Ro, and are the first two sounds in the nane
ChVRM Hiram according to one spelling -- the one used in the Biblica
ref erence whence the 3rd degree allegory is drawn. The practical point,
which is certainly susceptible to verification, is that initiationis in sone
sense a chem cal process, involving subtle changes in the bl ood-stream of the
initiate.

Yoga breat hing, for exanple, has a tendency to raise the carbon
nonoxi de content of the blood, just as does the inhalation of tobacco snoke.
Patanjali is careful to tell us that the Siddhis nay be brought into
mani festati on by chem cal neans, by which he intends to indicate the use of
certain drugs. (To be sure the reaction fromthese drugs makes them
unsatisfactory for the purpose of genuine unfoldnment; it being, so to say,
too high a price to pay for the Siddhis). But it seens to ne very clear that
all practices leading to this evolution of our |atent powers nmust include the
chem cal changes | have referred to. Hence Brother CR neets the Wse Mn
in the tenmple of the Blood of the Lanb-- or, in plain | anguage, one
establ i shes rapport with the Chiefs of the Invisible Order because of subtle
physi ol ogi cal changes in one’s own body, and particularly in the chenica
state of the blood-stream Yoga practice brings about these changes. So
does cerenpnial magic. So do sonme kinds of ascetic practice. So do drugs.
But | agree with you that for the right sort of tenperanent there is no
net hod nore suitable than cerenonial magic. And here | am as you are,
dealing with the results of prol onged experiment. The Qabalistic
interpretation of CR and of DamCar is but the recognition of a formula
whi ch suns up an experience. The nore so because the Tenple is in Arabia,
whi ch pl ace-name neans “desert,” or “sterile,” and so corresponds exactly to
the tenporary state of Brahnmacharya which is indispensable to success in this
kind of practice, as it is, in |esser measure, to success in say, boxing or



foot-racing. But tenmporary only, observe, hence the Fama says that C R
bargai ned with the Arabians for a specific sum And this, too, after he had
obliged to tarry in Damascus (“work”) by reason of the feebleness of his
body. Notwi thstandi ng which feebl eness he gai ned favor with the Turks by
reason of his skill in physic. Consider that the Turks belong to a wave of
devel opnent in the human organi sm preceding that to which we belong - - the
Mongol i an powers of physical recuperation are probably known to you-- and
this becones plain enough. After the transnmutation of “Brother P.A L.” at
Cyprus (birth-place of Venus, and easternnost island in the Mediterranean
Sea) C.R continues his journey, stops at Damascus, hears of the Wse Men,
and then abandons his quest for "the abode of peace" (Jerusalen). As a
result of his training at Dam Car he translates the Liber Mundi into Latin,

t he | anguage of science. (Conpare Boehne’'s declaration that in his brief
first period of illum nation the book of nature was opened to hinm. Then he
goes down into Egypt to study plants and animals. Thence to Fez, the
intellectual center of that period, where he found the Qabal ah m xed with the
errors of their religion-- just as the Reception has al ways been distorted by
nmere intellectuality.

The whol e thing adapts itself perfectly to the actual experience one
goes through. But it offers no confort whatever to Christian orthodoxy, or
to Christian heterodoxy, for that matter.

As to the circunmstances which led to ny rejection of the historic
pretensions of the GD., they are, in brief, as follows:

1. | becane a nenmber of Thoth-Hernes Tenple (established, | believe,
inthe late nineties by S RMD., who conferred the honorary degree of 7=4
upon a Ms. Lockwood, then an associate of WQ Judge. She went to Paris to
get her contact with S R MD., and Thot h-Hermes | angui shed along as a little
group of serious thinkers until Mchael Whitty cane intoit.) M initiation
foll owed the publication of my Tarot articles in THE WORD and AZOTH, in both
of whi ch magazines | gave the correct attribution of the major trunps to the
Hebrew al phabet. This |I had arrived at by what then seened to ne to be
i ndependent research, before anything was published about it in the Equinox,
or el sewhere. Since then |I have found out, of course, that ny research was by
no means so "independent” as | supposed.

2. A quarrel anong the chiefs of Thoth-Hernes |led to the w thdrawal of
M's. Lockwood, the then Praenonstrator and her husband, who was | nperator
S.R M D. being now dead, V.N.R appointed Witty's sister as Inperatrix
Howard Underhill (an excellent astrologer) as Cancellarius, and Whitty as
Praemonstrator, with nyself as Sub-Praenpbnstrator. This was early in 1918.
Whitty's health failed as a direct result of nmgical practices based on O der
formul ae, but sadly deficient in adequate protection, and at his death
becane Praenonstrator

3. V.NR, supposedly 7=4 in fact, then began to display extraordi nary
m sunder st andi ng of the Anerican situation. She encouraged a Frater in
Chicago to initiate anybody possessed of $10 (by mail), and soon the country
was fl ooded with Neophytes who had never seen the inside of a Tenple. She
al so muddl ed a situation which arose in Thoth-Hernes so badly that certain of
us who were heart and soul devoted to the welfare of the Order, and had then
no doubts as to its authenticity, became convinced that she, at |east, was no
representative of the Secret Chiefs, nor possessed even the | esser
cl ai rvoyance whi ch shoul d have enabl ed her to straighten out the situation



4. Then, for the first time, | began to exam ne the evi dences we had
as to the claims of the G D. Brodie-lnnes nade sol etm asseverations that he
had verified them but offered nothing in the way of evidence. And just at
this juncture | began to exami ne the rituals and know edge-| ectures, etc.
that were supposed to be in the direct line of historical descent fromthe
original Foundation. | found nothing that was not in print prior to the
establishnent of the G D., except certain negligible contributions to the
Flying Rolls, and the material on the Tattvas.

But the Tattva instruction was so evidently pirated wi thout the
slightest acknow edgerment from Rama Prasad’s Nature’'s Finer Forces that
Brodi e-1 nnes hinself recogni zed the necessity of a revision of the text. The
rituals had two "high spots,” as we say in Anerica. The first was the
Neophyt e cerenony, the second the Vault cerenbny. The others were, as A C
has remarked, turgidly witten parades of the occult information possessed by
S RMD., and witten in a style so peculiarly his own that nobody could
m stake it.

5. The mmgical cerenonials, aside fromthe pseudo- Egypti an
interpretation of the two rituals just nentioned, revolved |argely around
Dee’s and Kelly's tablets. Now, | amfar fromdenying that one gets results
of a kind by the use of these tablets. Nor would | go so far as to say that
t he Enochi an | anguage is to be disregarded by any student of magic. On the
other hand, it is not beyond the power of man to invent a coherent |anguage.
| did that very thing as a boy. On a grander scal e we have Vol apuk
Esperanto, and Id o. To say nothing of the | anguage of Mars, which you may
find in that interesting volume "Fromlndia to the Planet Mars," by Flournoy.

My criticismof this part of the GD. work is: (First) that it emanated
so largely fromKelly; (Second) That the tablets are part of a rignarole by
whi ch Kelly persuaded Dee that they two were to be the puppet-masters of a
new European political order which should supercede the kingdons then
reigning; (Third) That the sanme angel who dictated the Tablets al so required
that Kelly and Dee should have all things in comon, including their wves;
(Fourth) That the whole project cane to the sane ignonminious end that is to
be expected of human undertaki ngs based upon the pronises of spirits; (Fifth)
That there is no good reason to suppose that Kelly and Dee, or their
enterprise, to say nothing of their nmagic, correspond to anything
Rosi cruci an; (Sixth, and nost inportant) That | have personal know edge of
nore than twenty-five instances where the perfornmance of nmgical operations
based on Order fornulae |led to serious disintegrations of mnd or body. From
this last | have been preserved by the fact that my elevation to the Ofice
of Praenonstrator cane just before nmy advancenent to the office of
Hi erophant, so that | never perforned the Hi erophant’'s part of the rituals.
And these investigations | have just nentioned cane to pass just before | had
conpl eted preparations for the actual use of the fornmulas available to the 5
= 6 Grade. Perhaps the nost conspi cuous exanple of the unfortunate
consequences of the use of these fornulas is A.C. hinmself; but there are
plenty of others that | know personally whose personal shipw eck has been
just as conplete, even though their smaller tonnage, so to say, makes the
| oss seem | ess deplorable than the disintegration of that great geni us whom I
adnmire and |l ove just as much as you do, though my personal contact with him
has been of the slightest. Judging fromyour Treed of Life, you will be
ready to break several lances with nme on this last criticism Let ne say
again, then, that | do not question at all the nmmgical efficacy of sone of
the formulas. S.R MD. knew a | ot about magic (nore than he di d about
Qabal ah, it seens to ne), but there was a twist in his make-up that made him



a nost dangerous guide, as many have found to their cost. The whole Enochian
procedure is indubitably potent. So are some of the practices of oheah, to
whi ch | have given | ong study, ever since | spent ny childhood winters in the
British West Indies.

So, too, are nescal buttons, and hashi sh, and opium and even Scotch
whi skey. But even as the Chinese in Lanb’s essay had to | earn sooner or
later that it is not necessary to burn down a house to roast a pig, so, |
fear, will those who rely on G D. fornulas for magic learn to their cost,
perhaps too late, that there is far nore to nmagic than getting results.

6. It is perfectly true that the Vault ritual "does something" to
those who are ready for it when they receive it. It did to me, and to
several others of my acquaintance. | believe that the potency of this ritua

and the effectiveness of the Neophyte initiation are explicable on the theory
that S R MD. cane into possession of certain rituals that probably enanated
fromthe circle of which Kenneth Mackenzie and Eliphas Levi were nmenbers. It
is part of my definitely verified know edge that the Tarot material in the

G D. is a partial representation of work done by Mackenzie, and left in Mss.
At his death. But all this has nothing whatever to do with the GD.’s
explicit claimthat it has warrants fromthe "original Rosicrucian O der"

est abl i shed by an actual person whose nystical nane was Christian
Rosenkreutz. That there is an Invisible Rosicrucian Order | amperfectly
sure. That it inspired the Fana and Confessio | fully believe. That there
have been societies working on the R C. pattern, which is that of the Tree of
Life, | also doubt not at all

But that the G D., which V.N. R, before here death, was accustoned to
call "my order,"” is in the authorized |ine of descent from such a society
established in any period around the 1400's or 1500's | nobst seriously doubt.
After all, a tree is known by its fruits. Also by its roots.

And one of the tap-roots of the GD. historical claimis the cipher
manuscript fromwhich the rituals were conposed. Wite, in his big book on
the Order, published a photograph of a page of that Ms. It is fairly easy to
deci pher, and it contains the anachronism pointed out in his comment. It
refers to the "Egyptian Funerary Ritual" when the fact is that the Book of
the Dead is not only not that, but was not known at all by that title at the
peri od when the ci pher was supposed to be witten.

“Evidence of continuity which is practically incontrovertible” |I have,
and on the grounds you nmention. But the continuity is of a stream of inner
rel ati onship. Even when one enters an organization built on fal se pretense,
he nmust encounter sone truth. And those who have been in the Vault have nade
their contact with the True and Invisible Oder, not because of the
historical claims of S RMD. with reference to the G D., but because there
are actually true formul as anong t he hotch-potch of good and bad and
i ndi fferent which one finds in the “esoteric” literature of the GD. Even
that ridicul ous Rosicrucian i npostor, Spencer Lewis, who heads the
A MO R C , cannot avoid getting sone good stuff into his | essons, and | have
known two or three persons who actually nmade their first contact with the
real thing through his Order. What | object to inthe GD. is the subtle
m xture of really poisonous material with so much that is of value. And to
get rid of the poison has been ny principal undertaking formnore than ten
years.



The consequence has been that | have been obliged, as you suspect, to
formulate the rituals anew. But there is no pretense to the sort of
historical continuity that is offered by Lewis, or Plumer, or Cymer, or the
G D., or any other “true Rosicrucian Order.” Neither is there any blind
reliance upon invisible Chiefs in the astral plane or other "higher worlds."
But one who addresses hinself to the work does find that, as in the Fam, one
who tarries in Damascus | ong enough to master the infirmties of his body
does hear of the Wse Men at DamCar. An in due course he nakes his first-
hand contact with those Wse Men, has his eyes opened, and nmakes his own
personal translation fromthe book M After which he follows out, step by
step, the course nmarked in the Fama, reproducing in his own experience the
i ncidents of that allegory.

As to Fohat, that was a “feeler.” | share your feeling about H P.B. as
a Cabal ist, and your anathema agai nst Skinner is the voicing of ny own
t hought. Nevertheless, if there is anything Tibetan called “Fohat” (which
someti nes doubt, as | doubt everything fromH P.B.) It is too much |ike
Shakti not to belong to Teth and Key 8.

And of course Shakti has her place in Binah. Yet precisely that, it
seens to ne, makes Shakti belong also in the 19th path. For if there be one
thing that Qabal ah seens to reiterate, it is this: "Never forget, you who
aspire to the Reception, that all the various categories are but aspects of
the One Thing, seen fromdifferent points of view The whole Tree is in any
Sephirah. Equally is the whole Tree present in any single path.

Poor Frater Achad! He tried to interest ne in the “purple papers,” and
did so to the extent that | traced themto one source in Washi ngton, D.C.
al t hough that, naturally, was only a relay-station, and the persons active in
it knew al nbst nothing of their actual superiors. | have a notion as to what
is really behind the scenes, for this is not the only; thing of the sort |
have encountered. The idea seens always to keep the menber so busy wi th non-
essentials and with reading that he does little or no work. Just crans
hinself with words, or busies hinself with distributing papers -- for which
service in extracting generous contributions fromthe undi scrimnating he
recei ves as reconpense a hi gh-soundi ng Sanskrit title!

One of ny occasional correspondents wites nme that he has been in touch
wi th you-Si dney French, of New York City. He is really trying to learn
sonet hing, and do sonething with what he learns. | amglad to hear that you
are in comuni cation.

As to nmy books, there are only three -- An Introduction to the Study of
the Tarot, which is a reprint of twelve papers published in AZOTH (and a
dreadful Iy i nadequate perfornance); An Analysis of the Tarot (based on
Waite's Keys, and pretty bad); and The True and I nvisible Rosicrucian O der
The last is now out-of-print. It was done on the m meograph, and then bound
inasmll edition. | intend getting out a large edition in the near future,
done, probably, in the sane way. Most of my work is in the form of
correspondence | essons, and nobst of the | essons are subscribed to by persons
whom | encounter by the peculiar Anerican device of giving public |ectures
and then formng private classes. It is one of the npbst |oathsone of the
products of Anmerican civilization, and | amso thoroughly fed up with it that
I am now begi nning to experinment with another nmethod of getting in touch with
students who will really work.



As this nethod will involve the rearrangenent of the whole curricul um
all of this revolving around the Tarot and the Tree of Life, it seens
unlikely that | shall get a real Tarot book witten for some time to cone.
Qur problens in this country are peculiar, and have to be net in the way that
solves them irrespective of personal preference for nore stately ways of
procedure. But |I'’mhaving a good tine doing the only thing that seens to be
worth doing. And though one has to blow away a | ot of chaff, there do remain
some grains of real wheat in the persons of determn ned workers who sooner or
| ater “make the grade.”

Your Brother in L.V.X

Per severanti a
(signature)

5=6



