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INTRODUCTION

DEDICATION
This book was written for Sangreal Foundation (Dallas, Texas) at
the suggestion of Mr Carr P. Collins, Jr. It is therefore with
pleasure that I dedicate this work to
CARR P. COLLINS, Jr and his
gracious wife YYVONNE.

In these days when the phrase 'extra-sensory perception' has
become almost a by-word, our problem is not so much to discuss
it, which is now relatively fruitless, but to develop it. It is really
less a matter of development than of rendering explicit what is
actually implicit. Just as everyone is moved by the spark of life
without in most cases being aware of the direct mechanisms
involved, so every man and woman possesses some latent capacity
for extra-sensory perception. Some more, some less.
The major contribution of this book is not so much slanted in
the direction of prediction of what is yet to come, but to facilitate
the growth and expression of this inner psycho-spiritual ability. To
this extent, any and all systems of divination may be considered
useful. Amongst the more commonly used methods are the Tarot
cards, astrology, palmistry, graphology, and many others. The
method to be described here, geomancy, is favoured above all
others because it is basically so simple to operate. One can use it
quickly to obtain a simple 'yes' or 'no' answer. With sufficient
practice, enough skill can be developed to provide considerable
amplification of the first straight answer.
The more practical acquaintance one has with other divinatory
systems, and the more one can bring that knowledge and
experience to bear upon the geomantic reading, the more the
primary simple reading can be extended. What is perhaps
more
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important than most is an elementary knowledge of the basic
principles of astrology. One does not need a profound
working knowledge of astrology. But if there is some
familiarity with the basic meanings of the planets, signs and
houses, the mechanisms of geomancy become relatively
easier to apply and understand.
The rationale of divination is admittedly obscure. A large
tome could readily be written describing some of the ancient
theories. This is not the place however to embark upon so
ambitious an undertaking. A few lines of simple
interpretation selected from the writings of Aleister Crowley
and Carl G.Jung would not be amiss. With these basic ideas,
the enterprising student can then propound his own theory to
suit the psychological framework with which he is working.
In psychopathology it has already been securely
established that unconscious psychic patterns influence and
govern all conscious behaviour. The latter is motivated by
what one psychological school has come to call 'complexes'
— aggregates of mental contents, heavily charged with
energy and feeling — or by what another school has termed
'archetypal images'. There is little need to hammer away at
these basic facts; they have been too well and too long
established.
It should become apparent then that the mechanisms of
preparing the geomantic symbols to be used for the
divination are almost completely under the control of these
unconscious factors. We may assume, by the same token,
that they have personalities of their own which, in
geomancy, are called the governing Genii of the planets
operating through the element of Earth.
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Jung's definition of the Collective Unconscious, which is
involved in these concepts, is so appropriate that I feel
compelled to quote it at some length. In his book Modern
Man in Search of a Soul, he wrote:
'It (the Unconscious) contains, besides an indeterminable
number of subliminal perceptions, an immense fund of
accumulated inheritance factors left by one generation of
men after another, whose mere existence marks a step in the
differentiation of the species. If it were permissible to
personify the Unconscious, we might call it a collective
human being combining the characteristics of both sexes,
transcending youth and age, birth and death, and, from
having at his command a human experience of one or two
million years, almost immortal. If such a being existed, he
would be exalted above all temporal change; the present
would mean neither more nor less to him than any year in the
one hundredth century before Christ; he would be a dreamer
of age-old dreams, and, owing to his immeasurable
experience, he would be an incomparable prognosticator. He
would have lived countless times over the life of the
individual, of the family, tribe and people, and he would
possess the living sense of the rhythms of growth, flowering
and decay.'
It is from this basis that the dogmatic statement can be
made that through the use of geomantic divination, this
'incomparable prognosticator' is permitted to operate and
provide the answers to specific questions. Various aspects of
this 'age-old dreamer of dreams' are invoked, as it were, by
the geomantic technique, depending upon the type and
nature of the matter enquired about.
Some of Crowley's thinking relative to divination is
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also particularly apt to our enquiry, and is therefore worth
quoting.
'The theory of any process of divination may be stated
in a few simple terms:
'1. We postulate the existence of intelligences, either
w i t h i n or without the diviner, of which he is not
immediately conscious. (It does not matter to the theory
whether the communicating spirit so called is an objective
entity or a concealed portion of the diviner's mind.) We
assume that such intelligences are able to reply correctly —
within limits — to the questions asked.
"2. We postulate that it is possible to construct a
compendium of hieroglyphs sufficiently elastic in meaning
to include every possible idea, and that one or more of these
may always be taken to represent any idea. We assume that
any of these hieroglyphics will be understood by the
intelligences with whom we wish to communicate in the
same sense as it is by ourselves. . .
'3. We postulate that the intelligences whom we wish to
consult are willing, or may be compelled, to answer us
truthfully.'

CHAPTER ONE

THE GEOMANTIC SYMBOLS
There are only sixteen geomantic symbols. Each
symbol consists of four lines, on each one there being either
one dot or two dots. The single dot will hereafter be
called odd or uneven, and the double dot will be called even.
The sixteen figures are merely variations of the several ways
in which one or two dots may be arranged in four lines. It is
not wholly" unlike the Yi King system in this respect where,
from the simple Yin (broken) and Yang (unbroken) lines,
sixty-four hexagrams are evolved, each with a specific
meaning. Geomantic divination differs only in that the
method of dealing with these sixteen symbols gives more
complete and elaborate answers than does the Yi. The
method of operation, however, is not too dissimilar:
reliance upon the laws of chance, the geomantic
intelligences, or the operation of the Unconscious
psyche. For my purpose, they are equivalent terms.
These sixteen figures are attributed, first, to the four
primitive elements of Earth, Air, Fire and Water. And then
to the seven planets of the ancients, as well as to the twelve
signs of the Zodiac. Only a few elementary descriptions need
to be given here in reference to the signs and symbols.
Experience will provide further elaboration.

METHOD

CHAPTER TWO

METHOD
To erect a geomantic chart is the essence of simplicity. The
ancient method, which had its origins in the pre-civilizcd
nomads of the desert, was to make some markings on sand
or on the earth: thus gco and mantia, divination by earth. I
have not found this primitive method too satisfactory,
though I did experiment with it for a while. The particles of
fine dry sand or earth are too readily disturbed by the wind,
by random movements, and thus the chart itself is unstable
and may be altered too quickly, even before it can be
determined or interpreted.
A more modern and practical way is to employ a pad of
paper and a good pencil. I suggest a very soft pencil be used
or, better still, a contemporary broad-pointed Japanese
marking pen, and that bright colours such as red or green be
used instead of black. My reason for this recommendation is
that thick red and green markings are less likely to be
confused with some of the dark defects or spots to be found
on many papers — and being brightly coloured stand out
vividly from the background colour and can be counted
more easily.
The pen or pencil is to be held firmly in the hand while
one makes a line of dots quickly and mechanically, from left
to right without counting. It is best to punctuate these dots as
rapidly as possible in order to avoid the anticipation or
temptation of counting them, and in so doing to control the
outcome of the divination. I do not suggest passivity as in
automatic
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writing, which I abhor, but a combination of muscular
relaxation and mental alertness to prevent the ego from
interfering with the process. The use of an invocation or a
prayer for guidance — audible or inaudible — deflects the
ego's attention from the mechanical process of making the
dots, and thus permits the entire operation to be influenced
by the Unconscious or the laws of chance. I will dilate on
this topic later.
Sixteen rows of dots are to be made rapidly without
thinking deliberately of the process. Only a little practice
will render this task a simple one. The sixteen lines should
be separated for convenience sake into four sections — as
illustrated below — each section containing four lines. The
illustration will hereafter be called Form No. 1.
Now look at the first row of dots. Count them carefully. It
does not matter whether you count from the right moving to
the left, or vice versa. My own procedure is to count from
the left margin moving towards the right horizontal line
where the boxes are. If the total on any one line comes to an
odd number, you should enter a single dot in the space
numbered 1. Should the total be an even number, then enter
two dots.
Do the same thing with the second line of dots, adding
them together to determine if the product is odd or even.
Enter the results down in the space provided. Continue this
process with all sixteen rows of dots. In this way, four basic
or primary geomantic figures of four lines each will be
produced. These four figures are called The Mothers.
Remember — and I must repeat this with emphasis —
these sixteen lines of dots resulting in the first

THE QUESTION

CHAPTER FOUR

THE QUESTION
It was once written by Alcistcr Crowley in his book Magick
that the intelligences used in gcomancy — the earth
elcmentals or gnomes — are not too reliable, or that their
type of intelligence is not of the highest. Therefore great care
has to be exercised lest they be given an opportunity to
deceive, or lest confusion and misunderstanding arise
because the wording of the question has been carelessly
considered. Whether or not one agrees with the above, there
should be no disagreement concerning the absolute necessity
of employing a clearly worded question. There must be no
usage of a query in which there is a choice of two directions,
or things, such as 'Should I do this or that?' Obviously this
will result only in a confused answer, or an answer which the
enquirer secretly wishes to obtain. Nor should the question
be phrased in the form of a moral judgment: 'Should I
abscond with the bank's assets?' Morality is essentially a
human acquisition. Conscience is unknown to the earth
elcmentals. To confront them with this factor is to force them
to deal with variable human factors which arc entirely
foreign to their structure.
If I asked the question for example, 'Will this book be
successful?' one becomes aware of the fact that many
obscure issues arc raised. Since there is no specificity for the
gnomes to work with, no specific answer can be expected.
What book is referred to? Name it clearly, if you would
avoid confusion. The
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title then, A Practical Guide to Gcomantic Divination,
should be made part of the question.
Again, what is meant by the word 'successful'? And for
whom? Docs it mean book sales going into hundreds of
thousands of copies? Hardbacked or paperbacked? Does
'success' raise the issue of money? Will I make any money
out of it? Does successful mean that it will please me? Or the
publisher? Or does it convey the idea that it will really and
truly succeed in instructing the interested segment of the
public in the art of gcomantic divination?
The question and all its implications must be clearly
thought out, as you can perceive, and phrased properly and
accurately before the divining process really begins. There
must be absolutely no room for ambiguity. The matter must
be clearly defined, and then properly worded. In that case,
the answer will be clearly given. One must not assume that
the 'age-old dreamer of dreams' is omniscient, even if he is
an 'incomparable prognosticator' of future events.
Here are some examples of simple questions based upon
those given many years ago by Dr. Franz Hartmann. Direct
answers of 'yes' or 'no' can be obtained to these and other
questions.
1. Will the person enquired about have a long life?
2. Will he become rich?
3. Will the proposed undertaking be successful?
4. How will the undertaking end?
5. Is the expected child a boy or a girl?
6. Arc the servants honest?
7. Will the patient recover soon?
8. Will the lover succeed in getting his girl (or vice
versa)?
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9. Will the inheritance he ohtained?
10. Will the lawsuit come to a satisfactory end for
me?
11. Will I (or he) obtain the desired position?
12. What kind of death may he expected?
13. Will the expected letters arrive?
14. Will the voyage be fortunate?
15. Will good news arrive?
16. Will the adversary be conquered?
Even these should be edited more closely to avoid even the
slightest taint of ambiguity.

CHAPTER FIVE

THE HOUSE
Once the precise wording of the question has been settled,
and one is satisfied that it is clear and concise, write it down
at the top of the form. Then consult the list of houses and
their definitions. Decide upon the house on the chart where
one should look for the Significator after all the figures have
been duly entered.
For example, consider the question 'Will A Practical
Guide to Geomantic Divination be published?' The ninth
house, we will discover, deals with the topic of publication.
The third house properly deals with its writing, while the
seventh house should relate to the contract with the publisher
if and when the book has been accepted for publication. The
second house refers to any possible income or royalties from
the sale of the book.
But it is the ninth house that we will consider as important
as the house of signification. The geomantic figure found in
that house will be considered as the Significator. This too
should be written down at the top of the Form No. 1. This
procedure helps to give order and form to one's mind,
direction to the elementals, and a clear answer to the
divination.
The next matter to be considered is the planetary
rulership. Here follows a list of the planetary meanings:
1. Saturn. Older people and old plans. Debts and their
repayment. Agriculture, real estate. Death and
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wills. Stability and inertia. Time, patience, and testing.
2. Jupiter. Abundance, plenty, growth, expansion,
generosity. Spirituality, visions, dreams, long journeys.
Bankers, creditors, debtors, gambling. Success.
3. Mars. Energy, haste, anger. Construction or destruction,
according to context and application. Danger, accidents,
surgery, vitality, and magnetism.
4. Sun. Superiors, employers, executives, officials. Power
and success. Life, money, growth of all kinds. Illumination,
imagination, mental power and creativity. Health.
5. Venus. Social affairs, affections and emotions, women,
younger people. All pleasures, including the arts: music,
beauty, extravagance, luxury and self-indulgence.
6. Mercury. Business matters. Writing, contracts, judgment,
and short travels. Buying, selling, bargaining. Neighbours,
giving and obtaining information. Literary capabilities and
intellectual friends. Books, papers, communications,
publications.
7. Moon. General public, women. Sense reactions. Short
journeys and removals. Changes and fluctuations. The
personality.
What planet would publication come under? Generally
speaking, both the writing and publication are considered
forms of communication, which are thus ruled by the planet
Mercury. Put this down on the form at the top of the page.
All is now in order.
Note the variations possible. Had the question related to
success, not merely publication, the planetary ruler would
have been either Jupiter or the Sun. Were the question 'Will
A Practical Guide to Geoman-tic Divination endure for a
long time?' its planetary

THE HOUSE
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rulcrship would have been Saturn. If one had asked whether
women rather than men would become attracted to the book,
Venus would have had to be the planetary ruler.
Enough has been said on this topic to indicate that care,
too, has to be exercised on this matter just as it has with
regard to the formulation of the question itself.

THE PRESIDING GENIUS

CHAPTER SIX

THE PRESIDING GENIUS
All previous exoteric works dealing with geomancy are
defective in this one particular area at least, the omission of
that procedure which is an initiated technique.
Geomancy is divination through the element Earth. In one
of the rituals of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn the
initiate is sworn to invoke, in his workings, the highest name
of God that he knows. In this way, whatever he does will
come under the guidance and benediction of the highest
spiritual force that he knows. Thus the ruler of the element
of Earth has to be magically invoked so that it may truly
govern this work of prognostication. It comprises three
separate gestures:
1. The invocation of the God-name ruling the element
Earth.
2. Tracing the appropriate invoking Earth Pentagram.
3. Summoning the appropriate presiding Genius
which rules over the question at hand. In the Qabalah,
which is the occult philosophy upon which this initiated
interpretation of geomancy is predicted, the element of Earth
is placed under the divine aegis of that aspect of God
attributed to Malkuth, the tenth Sephirah on the Tree of Life.
The divine name is Adonai ha-Aretz — meaning 'The Lord
of the Earth'. (Its pronunciation can be described thus: Ahdoh-nye hah-Ah-retz.) When opening the divinatory process
by the method to be described, this name should be softly
intoned or vibrated so that
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one's mind may be exalted above temporal and mundane
preoccupations. In this way it is tuned in, as it were, to the
Highest.
Furthermore, the element of Earth is attributed to one of
the five points of the Pentagram, the geometrical figure
always used in the sanctuary of the Gnosis to invoke all
elements. With the Pentagram standing up on the two lower
angles, the topmost point at the summit, then the lower left
point represents the Earth angle. The fundamental rule of
invocation is 'move towards the angle to invoke. Move away
from the appropriate angle to banish'.
Since we wish to invoke the element of Earth, we must
start therefore at the topmost single point and move
downwards to the left, viz:
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The weapon employed for invoking is the coloured pen or
pencil used to record the geomantic symbols as already
described. First of all, however, take the small plastic cup or
tumbler employed to shake the dice, and invert it near the
top of Form No. 1. Trace a circle with your pen or pencil
around the circumference of the cup, touching the paper.
Remove the cup, and you will find you have drawn a near
perfect circle.
Now very carefully mark on the circumference of this
circle five points corresponding to the points of the
pentagram. You can either work this out mathematically, or
with the aid of a compass — or else

THE PRESIDING GENIUS

45

guess as best as you can. This circle marked by five points
will ensure that while tracing the invoking Earth Pentagram,
there will be no clumsy groping that might result in the
drawing of a malformed geometrical figure. While drawing
this figure from the uppermost point down to the lowermost
left angle, and then completing the figure, the divine name
already given should be audibly or subvocally vibrated, as
many times as you feel may be necessary.
One more feature remains to be stated, and this is most
important, differentiating the initiated approach from the
profane. To every planetary force in gcornancy, there is
attributed a Genius presiding over all matters covered by the
definitions of that force. This Genius is an Earth elemental of
considerable stature. His name is given in the following
table, together with his sigil, a traditional word that merely
means a signature. This sigil should be very deliberately and
carefully drawn in the centre of the Pentagram which has
been traced. It should be visualized as clearly as is possible,
while vibrating his name several times, either vocally or
mentally. This places the whole divinatory process under
divine guidance, and opens up specific pathways to the
Unconscious area which can act to provide an answer to the
question.
These basic facts must now be drawn together and
amalgamated to provide for a clear and perfect divination.
The Form No. 1 which we are using for the purpose may
now be finally elaborated to cover each one of these several
points which have been described.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

SUMMARY OF DIVINING PROCESS
1. Determine the question to be asked, and word it
clearly.
2. Consider what house on the chart should be
involved.
3. What planetary force would govern the nature of
the question.
4. Then decide upon the Genius to be invoked.
5. Write the above on the top of the blank to be
used.
6. Mark the five points around the circumference of
the circle which has been traced with the aid of the
plastic tumbler.
7. While making the invoking Pentagram, vibrate the
divine name ruling the element Earth.
8. Very carefully, draw within the centre of the
Pentagram the sigil of the Genius. Vibrate his name
several times.
9. If you proceed by tracing the dots, concentrate
on the question and repeat it many Limes to distract
the mind from counting.
10. If you use the pebbles or dice, similarly verbalize
the question.
11. Count sixteen lines of dots, or throw the pebbles
or dice sixteen times. The mechanical part of the
divination is over.
12. Construct the first four figures, and derive from
them the remaining eight.
13. Construct the Witnesses and Judge.
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14. Enter the twelve geomantic figures on the Chart.
15. If need be, make a Reconciler.
The mechanical part of obtaining the necessary geomantic
symbols completed, it remains only to interpret what you
have entered on Form No. 2. Some imagination and
ingenuity needs to be employed, but the following tables of
general interpretation should take the slack out of the first
several attempts to divine. As one gains experience, enough
confidence will be created to permit the intuition to operate,
or to say what comes to mind spontaneously, without critical
interference from the ego. Gradually, as time goes on, the
intuition or inner psychic sense will become stronger, clearer
and of course more reliable. Geomantic divination as a
process is a good psychological corrective for excessive
intellectuality, or for uncontrolled flights of fantasy based on
romantic reading. A little practice goes a long way. The
proof of geomantic divination is success in prediction: in the
business of sharpening your wits or intuitive processes.
A systematic plan should be evolved which one follows
consistently in the art of interpretation. The geomantic figure
in the important house of the q u e s t i o n asked — the
Significator —- should be thoroughly observed and studied.
It should then be compared to the Judge and if need be,
added to the Judge by the methods already described to
produce another figure called the Reconciler. This too should
be studied in the light of the question asked, and the
interpretations given on the charts that follow.
The close relationship between astrology and geo-mancy
now becomes apparent. One searches for the aspects
between the Significator and the other figures

