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The Art of dAlchemy

PRACTICAL LESSONS. NO.7

P PE P

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou
hast perfected praise.—Matt. 21:16.

These words were spoken by Jesus on the occa-
sion of his hearing the children singing in the
temple, *‘*Hosanna to the son of David.” The
quotation is from Psalms, only there it reads, “‘thou
hast founded strength.”

While we recognize the innocence and purity
of childhood, yet how are we to understand that
that which comes from the mouth of babes is in
any sense the perfection of praise, or the founda-
tion of strength?

Truly, there must be an occult reference here
to some condition or circumstance not generally
understood. Taking the words of the text as lit-
crally true, it would seem that the usual attempts
at intellectual and physical acquirement were
wholly abortive, and away from the actual truth
of life.

And this thought is further emphasized by
Paul in his letter to the Corinthians:

“It is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and will brmg to nothing the understanding
of the prudent. God hath chosen the foolish things
of the world to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of the world and things
which are despised, hath God chosen.”

All through the Bible and other sacred books
are to be found continual allusions to this great
mystery, or occult truth, which is hidden from gen-
eral knowledge.

Paul says again, “‘But we speak the wisdom of
God in a mystery, even the Aidden wisdom, which
God ordained before the world, which none of the
princes of this world knew.”

Iirst, we should consider in the foregoing con-



nection what the children praised. Evidently, it
was a person, but really it was a thing—*the Sou
of David.” The root of David is dad, same as
the Sanskrit Za/, and Egyptian thoth.

Thoth is identical with Hermes and Hermes
with Mercury, or Christ. Christ we know to be an
expression for Man, or Mind—Thoth being thought.
But observe: the children here are not praising the
man, but the son (offspring) of man.

Furthermore, the mystery is here veiled in the
phrase, “*Out of the moutk of babes.” Pg, the scv-
enteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, means
“mouth.”

In the ancient Hebrew book of formation,
known as the Sepher Yetzirah, it is written, ‘*He

roduced Pe and referred it to Power. He crowned
it, combined it, and formed it with Mercury in the
universe, the fifth day of the week, and the left
ear of Man.”

The allotment of the various planets to the
sense organs of man is very ancient. There ap-
])ears to be a slight discrepancy between the caba-
istic and alchemical systems, since in the former,
Mercury is referred to the left ear and Jupiter to
the mouth, while in the latter we find this exactly
reversed. But the fact that the ear and mouth are
connected by the Eustachian-tube makes this dif-
ference quite unimportant, only that we must re-
gard hearing as higher than taste.

Jupiter (/u divine, peler stone) is but a more
developed or refined wibration of Mercury (Mer
water, curos, master). Mercury was called by the
Greeks ‘‘the god of speech,” or ‘‘the messenger of
gods.” On the external plane we observe that
speech—language—is the messenger of mind; on
the inner plane this is also true, but here we have
to tind a New Word to express our meaning.

This is the Word (logos) of which John speaks:
*In the beginning is the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.”

It is plain, then, that God is but a ve// for the
real Word. But this Word is lost save to the con-
sciousness of the Wise. The prophet Jeremiah
says:

‘‘Behold I have sworn by my great name, saith
the Lord, that my NAME shall be wo more named



in the montk of any man.” THow, then, is it possi-
ble to discover this Word, over which theologians
have wrangled for centuries and upon which they
have written whole libraries?

The Word is hidden in ’e, the Mouth of Man.
Moses, you remember, says, **The Word is very
nigh unto thee, i thy mouth.” What could be
plainer than that?

Mercury may be termed the Water of Universal
Life. Accompanying the seventeenth Tarot figure
we find the following legend:

“The Genius of the Sun has now descended to
earth under the form of a young girl, the image of
eternal youth.

““T'he fluids which she in figure fourteen poured
so carefully from the golden to the silver vase, she
now throws upon the ground.

“The matden, once clothed, is now seen nude and
crowned with seven stars (seven being the number
of mastery), while the Butterfly (/s/s), the symbol
of immortality, is near her head.

*“I'he fall of the divine into the human (Osiris
in Isis, Sun in Capricorn) has hardly taken place,
when a mysterious voice whispers courage to the
sinner by showing him future reinstatement
through trial.”

This Tarot card exactly balances the evil ef-
fects of the preceding one, and from it we derive
these ideas:

*1, No destruction is final. Iiverything is
cternal and immortal in God.

*2. T'he fall is not irreparable. This is whis-
pered us by the intuitive sentiment we name hope.

“3. The visible {niverse contains the source of
its Divinization i afself. This is the force that
dispenses the essence of Life which gives it the
means of perpetually renewing its creations after
destruction.”

The student should read these paragraphs
many, many times, and ponder their sublime signifi-
cance.

Analogy alone offers us a key to the solution
of this great mystery.  Apprehending the fact that
life is One —an idea tersely expressed in the IHer-
metic saying, As above, 50 helow—we are assured
that by studying the Below, or the external, we



may gain through analogical reasoning a true
recognition of the law of correspondence, by which
we obtain a clear conception of the Above, or the
internal,

The Christ-principle (the Sou of David) exists
throughout the Universe as Energy in a ceaselessl
formative state. To gain an idea of what this is
like we may think of etheric or electric vibration,
Whether it be a substance or an activity or botk, it is
a something wholly unique and unnamable.

To name it neither defines it nor renders it cog-
nizable; nor does it prove its existence, though the
very conception of such existence seems to satisfy
the reason in relation to the fact.

Thus far and no farther has the church pro-
gressed: it has postulated deity and named it God,
resting content upon its premise unproved and its
definition undefined.

The scientist, by no means satisfied with any
such abstruse and vague concept, seeks for further
light: further light being his desire, he shall ob-
tain it!

Man may come to understand the power back
of himself only by contemplating the same power
exhibited in himself and in other visible objects
about him. If any man turn his mind upon this
investigation and keep it there long enough to de-
velop the power of clear thought and logical reas-
oning, he may readily come to look behind the veil
of the seeming and behold the real; yet he will not
be able to describe in words what he has seen,
Even the Master could not do this: “Without a
parable spake he not unto them.”

Cease, then, to rail at the philosophers for not
explaining this mystery in plainer words, If one
cannot rise in imagination to grasp the meaning of
the higher truth through the lower symbol, then
one must simply wait and grow. After all, growth,
spiritual and intellectual, is the one thing aimed
at through all this study.

If I were to put my hand upon the prima ma-
fleria as it gathers in the dark mystic valley under
the light of the moon, and say, Behold God 18 here;
out of this chaos, or crystal, shall come forth a
worm, a fish, a reptile, a bird, a beast, a man,—
truly you would not, conld not believe me, because



you have not seen the miracle. To me it is a fact,
because I have seen it, and consequently possess
that faith in the immutability of the law of pro-
gression that leads me to affirm that which I have
nof yet seen, viz., that out of this same matter
shall come an angel,—a god!

According to my understanding God is one, his
action one, his purpose one. This onencss or unity
is but a name for Power, Beauty, Love, T'ruth.

Why should it seem so wonderful that the spir-
it of God continues to move on chaos to create
worlds? Is it not clearly stated in Genesis that in
this very manner our present world was created?

L.ook down into the clear water of the pool, and
what do you see? Mud, only mud, black and slimy.
Iily what words, now, could I describe to you the
lily that a few weeks hence will be floating upon
the surface of the water (having sprung spontan-
eously from this very mud), if you yourself had not
already seen it?

During the season we have just passed (that is,
Avyin, or Capricorn), our germ or spiritual seed at-
tains its maximum of materialization. You must
remember that the real germ of any sced is an infin-
itessimal point of congealed air. It is no longer
unorganized, spiritual energy. It now has a body,
though embryonic, yet essentially a body, which
enables it to begin life on another and higher plane
of expression. Ay/n is virtually the lowest round
of involution. Evolution begins at Pr. From
this subtle point originates potential life as we
know it, though its cause or beginning lies away
back in leph—ages upon ages before, as time is
computed.

ero in mathematics expresses this point, where
the spiritual passes into the material, or vice versa,
It is known that we can never by mathematical
division of a thing reach the zero-point, because we
are still dealing with a thing. Only by transmut-
ing the thing into its original encrgy, may we reach
and pass the true zero-!)oint.

i is called the “*Star of the Magi,” because it
denotes the power to pass and repass this mystic
point, which, by the way, is also expressed as death,

At this point PE, the astral virtues of the ele-
ments (so-called) are concentered and projected into






